2. Building Code Refinements     

The 2001 Legislature authorized the Florida Building Commission to amend the 2001 Florida Building Code for the purpose of clarifying construction regulations for state agencies eliminate conflicts with state law or implement new authorities granted by law, and to implement settlement agreements executed prior to March 1, 2002.


The Florida Building Commission Chapter 4, Special Occupancy of the 2001 Florida Building Code (the Code) extensively in order to clarify the construction regulations for state agencies Administrative and programmatic requirements, which are not construction related, were removed and the state agencies construction requirements were made consistent with those of the Code. In addition, new sectors were added to include state agencies’ requirements for adult day care, assisted living facilities, control of radiation hazards, and mental health programs.


Sectors of the Code ware revised for consistency with the Florida Fire Prevention Code, as adopted by the State Fire Marshal, in order to eliminate conflicts with state law. A summary of the new authorities granted by law and their means of integration into the 2001 Florida Building Code follows.

Summary of New Authorities


Sector 235.212. F. S. states that for relocatable classrooms, the area of operable glazing and the area of exterior doors, together shall consist of at least five percent of the floor area Florida Building Code Sector 423, State Requirements For Educational Facilities of the Code, was revised to include the new statutory requirements.


Section 399.01.F. S. provides for new specifications for elevators and escalators. Chapter 30, Elevators and Conveying Systems of the Code, was revised for consistency with the new requirements of Sections 399.01 F.S.


Section 553.36.F.S. provides the definition for “Factory Built School Shelters” Section 428 Manufactures Building of the Code was revised to incorporate the new definition for Factory Built School Shelters.


Section 553.73.F.S. mandates that the Florida Building Commission amend the Florida Building Code to provide for uniform implementation of ss 515.25F.S.and 515.29.F.S. by including standards and criteria for residential swimming pool barriers, pool covers, latching devices, and door and window exit alarms. Section 424.2 Private Swimming Pools of the Code was revised to incorporate the requirements of ss 515.615 27 and 515.29.F.S


Section 553.73.F.S. clarifies that an application for a building permit submitted prior to the effective date of the Florida Building Code, is subjected to the state minimum building codes. Section 104.1.5 of the Code was revised to incorporate this new clarification.


Section 553.73.F.S. exempts storage sheds, which are not designed for human habitation and have a floor area of 720 square feet or less from the mandatory wind-home-debris impact standards of the Florida Building Code it also exempts chickees constructed by the Miccosukee Tribe of Indians of Florida or the Seminole Tribe of Florida from the requirements of the Florida Building Code. Sections 1014.2 and 1606.1.4 and 1626.1 were revised to incorporate the exemptions.


Section 553.79.F.Smandate that the Florida Building Code set standards and criteria to authorize preliminary construction before completion of all building plans review. Section 104.5.4 of the Code was added to allow work to begin prior to the final approval and issuance of the permit, upon approval of the building official

